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We pray you had a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year!

A great mindset to enter the 2022 NEW YEAR!!
Hello, and welcome to Flight #2022. We are prepared to take off into the New Year.

Please make sure your Attitude and Blessings are secured and locked
in an upright position. All self-destructive devices should be turned off at this time.

All negativity, hurt and discouragement should be stowed SECURELY away,
 as they will not be needed on this flight! Should we lose altitude during the flight,

just reach up and pull down a Prayer. Prayers will automatically be activated by Faith.
Once your Faith is activated, you can assist other passengers around you.

There will be NO BAGGAGE allowed on this flight.
Our Captain (GOD) has cleared us for takeoff.

Destination FAITHFULNESS!
Make it a great year by keeping your eyes on God!

Hebrews 12:2-3
“Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith. For the joy set

before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from

sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”

ANNUAL BENEFIT AUCTION
The 2022 Annual Benefit Auction for Good

Shepherd Lutheran School, our school’s largest
fundraiser, is quickly approaching!

The online auction begins
on Sunday, March 13th, and ends

on Saturday, March 19th.

 The Auction Committee is asking for assistance from our GSLS family to help us
acquire a variety of donations in order to make this auction successful! Some

examples are gift cards, condo rentals and hotel/resort stays, sports and other
tickets, food/gift/spirits baskets, jewelry, purses, meat bundles,



and creative experiences, to name just a few. 
We are also looking for business and individual Auction Sponsors. (See below)

The next auction meeting is Wednesday, January 19 at 7:00 p.m. in the school
cafeteria. We hope to see you there! Unable to attend the meeting, but willing to

help? Please contact Co-Chairs Rob Pickerell (618.830.2231/rpickerell@charter.net)
or Jennifer Pickerell (618.830.8121/jpickerell@charter.net) for more information!  

YOU can support US!

You can be a
Supporter

or a
Premier Partner
for our Auction

in March!
You can also help
by passing this

information along
to someone

(or a business)
who would love to be

known as a
Charger Supporter!
Thank you so much! 

Click here for the GSLS Promo Video 2021! This
highlights our school and all that God is doing here.

Please pass this link along to prospective families who
are looking for an AMAZING school!

Chapel is a very
important part
of our week.

Our students have
the opportunity
to worship God,
pray, and learn

from God's Word.

mailto:rpickerell@charter.net
mailto:jpickerell@charter.net
https://youtu.be/we6mTcspKq8


Our curriculum is top-of-the-line, and our 8th graders go on to do

exceptionally well in high school. Our staff makes learning fun and

exciting, while keeping Christ at the center of all they do.

Students learn all the core subjects.
All ages learn computer skills.

Students have the opportunity to learn
either Spanish or German.

We have vocal choirs for all grades.

Students from 4th-8th grades
participate in band.

In gym class, students learn a variety of
sports and more importantly, teamwork!



We have mailed out letters for
our first Annual Charger

Challenge Campaign! You can
click and read the letter here:
Charger Challenge Campaign Letter
or contact us if you would like a

letter and return envelope
mailed to you. We truly

appreciate your support! God is
doing AMAZING things here.
Thank you for partnering with
us so that our school will be
able to continue providing a
"life-changing" education

for our students!
You may use this link to make

an online donation:
GSLS Website

This E-newsletter is sponsored by

Click for website: www.brinleyortho.com

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Lvr4sw_wOLyNUMWiCQdeMMgXB28nLjjf/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101708965629047540538&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.gslcs.org/
http://www.brinleyortho.com


At Brinley Orthodontics, our
goal is to make beautiful,
healthy smiles affordable.

We strive to provide the most
up-to-date and thorough
orthodontic treatment

available through customized
state-of-the-art treatment
plans & our amenity-packed
office space. Start on the
path to your big, beautiful,
healthy smile by booking
 an appointment today!

Our office is located at
 2023 Vadalabene Dr.
Maryville, IL 62062.

Please call
618-288-3324

to make an appointment
with us or visit our

website at
www.brinleyortho.com

“We offer extraordinary care at affordable prices.“

We thank them for their support!

Our students sang and
wished our December

Birthday Teachers a very
BLESSED year ahead!!



In December, the 8th graders
celebrated Mr. Rincker's

birthday!

Click for:
Mr. Rincker's Birthday Video

Last month, the 3rd graders
sang to Mrs. Pritchard!

Click here for :
Mrs. Pritchard's Birthday Video

THREE CHEERS for
our VOLUNTEERS!

We love our volunteers! We currently have TWO volunteer opportunities.
Mrs. Nancy Stallard (our new Development Director) is looking for people who will do:

Data entry
Calling on our alumni families to gather information

If you would like to bless us with your time, please contact her at:
618-344-3153, ext. 223 or nstallard@gslcs.org .

Learning through Science

At GSLS, we love science.
All classes use a variety of

methods and materials to learn
about the world God made.

Mr. Betts' 6th grade class used licorice, mini marshmallows, and
toothpicks to create DNA strands.

What makes a bird a bird? What are its features? Where should the wings
go? Where are the eyes on a bird located? How long should the legs be?
Recently, the third graders explored these questions and built a bird as a

STEAM (Science Technology Engineering Art and Math) project.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cMxcfplreA
https://youtu.be/mi-EhAS999g
mailto:nstallard@gslcs.org


GSLS CHANGE DRIVE
The School Change Drive will be held Monday, January 10th,
through Friday, January 21st. Please consider donating your

change to this cause. The money collected
will benefit our school auction in March.

Students will receive special dress days for
each level their grade reaches.

(We accept dollar bills and online donations as well!)

There are so many ways to support our school!
You can donate online at our web site: GSLS Website

Business Sponsors

If you are a business, we have
three ways you can support our

school AND get
valuable advertising!
Click this link for the

Business Sponsor Flyer

https://www.gslcs.org/
https://conta.cc/2ZXQGp6


Charger Bucks – Scrip

Purchase gift certificates through the
Scrip/Charger Bucks program for

numerous vendors and earn
rewards for your family and for GSLS.

Our code is: F8CLL9AF2577

This is the easiest program we have. These gift cards
are the same price as buying them directly from the
vendors themselves, so there is no additional cost to

you for using the Scrip/Charger Bucks program!
If you need more information,

contact Gail Mayhew (chargerbucks@gslcs.org)
or click below:

Scrip Ordering Link

Thrivent is here
to HELP!

If you are a Thrivent member, you can help us!

   Remember, you can apply your Thrivent Choice Dollars to GSLS!

To do that, simply go to www.thrivent.com,
scroll down and click on: “Generosity”

or click here:  Generous Giving and Member Stewardship | Thrivent Choice

Click on “Direct Choice Dollars”

and find us at “Good Shepherd Lutheran School Collinsville”

You shop....
Good Shepherd

receives
the benefits!

You can still shop on Amazon, but just log in to your Amazon Smile account first.
They will give GSLS .5% of every purchase you make!

We can generate a LOT of free funds for GSLS, and it doesn't cost you
anything above the purchase price of your items!

1. Log on to Smile.Amazon.com. 
2. Click "get started" to create an account.
3. Type in "Good Shepherd Lutheran School Collinsville”.

You should then see GSLS. 
1. Click on the link to save the charity. 
2. Log into smile.amazon.com FIRST before you make your purchases. It is the

same as logging in to Amazon.com, but if you don't log into Smile first, your
purchases will not benefit Good Shepherd Lutheran School. 

mailto:chargerbucks@gslcs.org
https://www.gslcs.org/support-our-school/scrip/
http://www.thrivent.com/
https://www.thrivent.com/what-we-offer/generosity/thrivent-choice.html
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/


WHY we do
WHAT we do!

Proverbs 22:6 "Train up a
child in the way he should go;

and when he is old,
he will not depart from it."

In December, our Early Childhood Education Classes learned about
baby Jesus being born in Bethlehem to save us. As a Christmas service project,

the students collected baby sleepers to donate to families in need.
Pictured above is Mrs. Jackson's class. They collected 38 sleepers to give away.

Altogether, the four ECE classes collected over 90 sleepers!
We know that teaching these 3-5 year-olds about giving to others

at a young age cultivates a servant's heart for their whole life!
Great job little Chargers! 

Also, the whole school collected hats, gloves, mittens, and scarves
to keep those in our community warm this winter.
Our trees were fully decorated with donations!

Way to go, Chargers!

Baby Clothes Collection

Giving Tree Helping others stay warm!



Merry Christmas! Our Savior is Born!

Our students enjoyed
singing and playing for
our Christmas Concert!
We were also featured

in the Edwardsville
Intelligencer!
Click here:

Concert in Intelligencer

Pre-K Singers
1st-4th Grades

5th-8th Grades

Beginning Band Charger Band
Charger Band

They also enjoyed Christmas parties with food, fellowship, and fun games!

1st Grade Party/Book Exchange

Light-Up Shirts
Feliz Navidad!

Click on links below to see "Christmas Concert" videos:
 Pre K Christmas Concert

Kindergarten Christmas Concert

1st-4th Grade Christmas Concert

5th-8th Grade Christmas Concert

Beginning Band Christmas Concert Video

 Charger Band Christmas Video 12/21

Follow that STAR!!!

https://www.theintelligencer.com/news/slideshow/Good-Shepherd-Lutheran-Christmas-concerts-229960.php
https://youtu.be/pJbgDHAyNFQ
https://youtu.be/FfceXBqH91U
https://youtu.be/n0f7QHz6uFE
https://youtu.be/e0-ILQkJyNE
https://youtu.be/7bbyy6t6JM0
https://youtu.be/Z0W9Bp5JHII


 Mrs. Robison’s first grade class celebrated
Epiphany by making crowns to look like Wisemen.
Then they followed Mrs. Robinson, wearing her

star shirt and carrying a star, all around
the school looking for Jesus. When they found

Him, they gave Him gifts like the Wisemen did of
gold, frankincense and myrrh. Then they

pretended to have a dream warning them not to go
back to King Herod, but to go home a different

way. Back in the room she read the story again to
them and they enjoyed chocolate candy

 wrapped in a gold foil.

In December, the 1st and 2nd graders sang Christmas arols
for the Senior Luncheon.



Congratulations to these three band students (pictured left to right)
James Adle (8th chair trumpet), Kate Mueller (1st chair clarinet),

and Dean Hemmer (7th chair trombone), for being accepted
into the elite 2022 All-Illinois Junior Band.

The AIJB is a 72 member "all-state" band of 7th and 8th grade students,
mostly from the Chicago area (only 8 students from south of Springfield this year).

This is the first time GSLS has had students accepted.
The students prepared music over the summer and recorded a rigorous audition in the fall.

Students are only accepted based on their audition, which is blindly
evaluated by professional instrumentalists. The students will travel to the

University of Illinois to practice in the historic Harding Band Building
with Barry Houser (director of the Marching Illini),
tour the John Philip Sousa Museum and Archives,

and perform a concert in the world class Krannert Center for the Performing Arts. 

We want to invite all GSLS alumni to
come to the Alumni Basketball Games on

January 11 at 6 p.m. and 7 p.m. If you
were a band member, feel free to bring

your instrument and join in with the
Charger Band! (Meet at 6:15 p.m. in the

music room downstairs for a quick practice.)
We look forward to seeing YOU there! 

GSLS Resale Shop--February 5

Mark your calendar for the GSLS Uniform Resale Shop being held on
Saturday, February 5th, from 9:00 a.m. to noon in the GSLS cafeteria.

Setup will be on Friday, February 4th. We are looking for volunteers to help
with the event and to donate gently used standardized-dress clothing.

We also need lots of shoppers!
Please contact Debra Downing at debradowning2008@gmail.com



with questions or to volunteer to help.

Good Shepherd cordially invites you to an Open
House for prospective students and their families.

Our 3 Open Houses, on January 30th,
February 27th, and March 20th from 1-3pm,

will provide an opportunity to meet and interact with
the teachers, principal, and Board Members, as well

as tour our beautiful facility.
We look forward to sharing our dynamic learning

environment with you!
"It's a great day to be a Charger."

Our Charger basketball teams are off to a good start!
We are very proud of all the players for working hard,

improving their skills, and showing great teamwork on the court!

Charger Girls C-Team

Our C-team girls
are in

5th-6th grades
and are coached

by
Pastor Wycoff

and
Mr. Franklin.

Charger Girls A-Team

Our A-team



girls are in
7th-8th
grades
and are

coached by
Mr. Kreher.

Charger Boys C-Team

Our C-team
boys are in

5th-6th grades
and are

coached by
Mr. Whitehead,
Mr. Brunton, and
Mr. Robinson.



Charger Boys A-Team

Our A-team
boys are in
7th-8th
grades
and are

coached by
Mr. Mayhew.

Mrs. Jennifer Batty graduated from
Concordia University River Forest

in December of 2000 with a



Bachelor of Arts Degree in Elementary
Education and a minor in Speech and
Theater. She has been teaching for

21 years.
We have been blessed by having her at

GSLS for 16 of those years.
She currently teaches one of our two
4th grade classes, but in the past has
taught 2nd and 3rd grades as well.

She says she loves sharing her faith and the Bible with her students
and also enjoys seeing them get excited when they finally grasp a concept

that was difficult for them at first. Mrs. Batty loves reading to her students
and having them become immersed in the story.

She has a unique reading area with fun chairs and pillows to encourage reading.

Mrs. Batty believes that our school is important to this community
because we are sharing Jesus with the students every single day. 

In sharing this faith and love, she knows that we are also training the
students to be strong leaders. Our students pray for our community

and its workers, and also discuss ways to help in the community,
even at their young ages. She knows all of this will help our students

continue to be part of the community as they grow up in life.

Over her years here, Mrs. Batty has seen that Good Shepherd has a
strong support system from the wonderful and caring families. 

These families donate supplies, time, and talents to make our school
strong. They make sure the teachers have the things they need
to teach effectively. Donors help us stay current with technology

and textbook needs. She makes sure her students realize what a blessing
 donors and donations are for our building, staff, and students.



Mrs. Batty enjoys sharing Jesus every day with her 4th graders
and teaching them how to share Jesus and His love with others. 

She teaches her students that this faith is the basis for everything
in their lives, and that they need the support of God--not just in school,

but also at home, and in every other aspect of their lives.  
Mrs. Batty teaches her class that math, science, history, and all the other

subjects are important for supporting themselves and their families someday, but
their faith in the saving death and resurrection of Jesus

is the only thing that will matter at the end of their lives.

Her favorite Bible verse is Psalm 27:1
"The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid?"

We are so very blessed by her wisdom and enthusiasm
for our 4th graders here at GSLS!

Click here for Mrs. Batty Staff Spotlight

Previous videos--Click here to play the 13 Flag Memorial video:

13 Flags for US Military VIDEO

Click here for the "Marching Band" video:

Chargers Marching Band

The purpose of Good Shepherd Lutheran School is to provide each student
with a quality Christian Education. We recognize that this begins with the

premise that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, and in Him

https://youtu.be/iA3elod1anA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eed5RjoKkdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5hvUnA6mgeo


we have eternal life. The curriculum and all activities
are developed around this premise.

Thank you for your support!

Good Shepherd Lutheran School
1300 Belt Line Road

Collinsville, IL 62234
618-344-3153

E: nstallard@gslcs.org

Web site: GSLS Website

Follow us on: Facebook

Watch us on: You Tube

https://www.gslcs.org/
mailto:nstallard@gslcs.org
https://www.gslcs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GSLSChargers
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCe2yu3uZAtcRjeM97KYtkbQ

